The enhanced association of keratin with hepatoma cell nuclei.
A monoclonal antibody to rat hepatoma keratin demonstrates a close association of intermediate filaments with the nucleus in hepatoma cells. Immunoblot analysis of nuclear fractions and immunofluorescence of nuclei both prepared by standard procedures, indicate that intermediate filament proteins are consistently present. Sodium citrate extraction of these preparations diminishes the amount of intermediate filament proteins but does not totally remove the antigenic moieties, suggesting a tight association of intermediate filaments with nuclei. The results from both immunoblot analysis and immunofluorescent localization demonstrate the increased amount of keratins associated with hepatoma cell nuclei.